
 

 

20.05.110 TU-01 [Temporary Uses and Structures; General] 

This Temporary Use/Structure Standards section applies to the following zoning districts: 
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(a) Permit Required: All temporary uses shall require a Temporary Use Permit unless specified 

otherwise in this Unified Development Ordinance.   

(b) Exemptions:  
(1) Garage sales, religious tent meetings, nonprofit events and political rallies, provided they 

meet the following standards: 
(A) The event is allowed for a maximum of seven (7) consecutive days; 
(B) No property shall hold more than three (3) such events in a single calendar year; and 
(C) The hours of operation of such events shall be limited to between the hours of 7:00 

a.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
(2) Temporary structures used for collection of donation items by a non-profit organization, 

provided they are displayed for a maximum of 90 days. 

(3) Any business activity licensed by Chapter 4 of the Bloomington Municipal Code.   

(c) Termination and Removal: Temporary uses shall be terminated and removed at the end of the 
event period. 

(d) Required Parking: Temporary uses shall not displace required parking for any existing use or 
block any existing drives. 

(e) Off-street Parking: Adequate off-street parking is required for each temporary use in 
accordance with the parking standards of Chapter 20.05; §PK: Parking Standards. 

(f) Public Rights-of-way: Temporary uses shall be arranged so that vehicles do not block a public 
right-of-way. 

(g) Contractor’s Offices, Equipment Storage and Portable Lavatories: Contractor’s offices, 
equipment storage and portable lavatories are permitted on or adjacent to construction sites 
subject to following conditions: 
(1) The use is for the length of the construction activity.  All temporary facilities shall be 

removed upon completion of construction. 
(2) The structures shall not contain sleeping or cooking facilities. 
(3) Portable lavatories shall be located as to minimize impacts to adjacent residential uses. 

(h) Real Estate Sales and Model Homes: Real estate sales and model homes are permitted in any 
zoning district on the site of the development for which the sales are taking place.  They are 
permitted to remain on the site of the development until all home sites within the development 
are sold. 

(i) Signs: Temporary uses shall be permitted to display signs subject to the following standards: 
(1) Temporary uses shall also be subject to additional applicable sign standards in Chapter 

20.05;§SI: Sign Standards. 
(2) Maximum Number: 

(A) One (1) freestanding temporary sign; 
(B) One (1) banner type sign. 

Comment [IA1]: Items proposed for 
deletion are identified by the use of 
strikethrough and new proposals to the 
ordinance are identified by the use of 
gray highlight. 



 

 

(3) Maximum Sign Area: 
(A) Freestanding Temporary Sign: Twenty-four (24) square feet per side. 
(B) Banner Type Sign: Thirty (30) square feet.  Banners shall be placed on the structure, 

and shall not be freestanding. 

(4) Sign Permit: A separate Sign Permit is not required for temporary uses.  



 

 

20.05.111 TU-02 [Temporary Uses and Structures; Commercial, Industrial, Business Park, Institutional,  

This Temporary Use and Structure Standards section applies to the following zoning districts: 
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(a) Seasonal Sales: Temporary uses selling seasonal items such as Christmas trees, Halloween 

pumpkins and 4th of July fireworks shall be permitted subject to the following standards: 
(1) Fireworks sales shall be permitted only at locations within the Commercial Arterial (CA) 

zoning district. 
(2) A Temporary Use Permit shall be required and shall be valid for a maximum of thirty 

(30) consecutive days.  The temporary use shall be removed from the property within five 
(5) days after the holiday, regardless of the remaining valid length of the Temporary Use 
Permit.  No property shall be issued more than one (1) Temporary Use Permit in a 
calendar year.   

(3) The temporary use shall be located on a lot that fronts on a collector or arterial street. 
(4) The temporary use shall be located at least fifty (50) feet from any residential district. 

 (b) Farm Produce: The seasonal sale of farm produce shall require a Temporary Use Permit, and 
such permit shall be valid for a maximum of sixty (60) one hundred and eighty (180) 
consecutive days.  No property shall be issued more than one (1) such Temporary Use Permit 
in a calendar year.   

 (1) The Bloomington Community Farmers’ Market and any other approved Farmers’ Market 
shall be exempt from this requirement. 

(c) Book Buyback: The temporary buyback of higher education books shall require a Temporary 
Use Permit.  Such permit shall be valid for a maximum of two (2) periods of seven (7) 
consecutive days or one period of fifteen (15) consecutive days.  No property shall be issued 
more than one (1) such Temporary Use Permit in a calendar year. 

(d)  Sales Associated with a Permanent Retail Use: Temporary retail activity conducted on 
property associated with a permanent retail use shall be permitted subject to the following 
standards: 
(1)  The temporary retail activity shall be of the same nature as the permanent retail activity 

conducted on the property. 
(2)  A Temporary Use Permit shall be required and good for a maximum of forty-five (45) 

consecutive days. 
(3)  A Temporary Use Permit shall only be issued to the operator of the associated permanent 

retail use. 
(4)  No property shall be issued more than one (1) such Temporary Use Permit in a calendar 

year. 

(e) Other: Other temporary retail or wholesale activities, carnivals, and traveling circuses shall 
require a Temporary Use Permit, and such permit shall be valid for a maximum of fifteen (15) 
consecutive days.  No property shall be issued more than one (1) such Temporary Use Permit 
in a calendar year. 


